
CGC1P—Ms. Duff 

Forestry in Canada 
 

Read pages 160-162 in the Experience Canada package to answer these questions. 
 

1. Are trees a renewable or non-renewable resource? Why? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is the difference between hardwood and softwood trees? 
 
 
 
 

3. Identify some uses of hardwood and softwood trees. 
 
 

 
 

4. Answer question 10 on page 160 using the chart below.  

Product Type of Wood? 
(H=hardwood, 
S=softwood) 

Why? 

Baseball bat Softwood Need a little bit of flexibility 

Packing Crates Hardwood Need to carry extra weight 

Chopsticks Softwood Bendible 

Skateboards Softwood Need the give 
 

5. Answer question 11 on page 161 by placing a number in front of each of the steps below (with 1 being the first step in the 
process and 8 being the last): 

Step Task 

2 Cut trees; trim branches 

8 Erect components into bleachers  

6 Manufacture lumber into bleacher components 

4 Mill trees into lumber at mill 

1 Obtain licence to cut forest 

7 Deliver bleacher components to school 

5 Truck lumber to bleacher factory 

3 Truck logs to sawmill 

 
Read page 122-123 in Geography Now and complete the chart below: 
 

Selective Cutting is…foresters identify CERTAIN trees to 
cut down. ONLY those are cut. 

Clearcutting is…a method in which a whole forest is taken 
down, leaving only scrub/stumps behind 

Pros:  More environmentally friendly; the opposites of all 
this  
 
 
Cons:  takes more time, therefore, costs more $ 
 

Pros: easy and quick, low cost, good for profits 
 
Cons: environmental damage, loss of habitats, erosion 
from loss of roots, no seeds to grow new tree, with 
erosion it moves the soil around, can get into streams and 
cause problems with fish, etc.; damages tourism 

Draw a sketch to help you remember what selective 
cutting looks like: 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw a sketch to help you remember what clearcutting 
looks like: 
 

Renewable, because they can reproduce fairly quickly  

Hardwooddeciduous, broadleaf, long time to grow so wood is dense and hard 
Softwoodconiferous, evergreens, grow quickly so wood is soft;  

Hardwood used for flooring, furniture 
Softwood used for house framing, roofing, etc. 
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In your opinion, which type of harvesting method is the worse for the environment? Which one is the 
best for the environment? Explain why. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Forestry Wrap-Up 

 
Create two mind wheels to show what you have learned about the value of forestry in Canada. The first 
wheel should identify the positive impacts of forestry and the positive ways we protect this resource and 
the second should focus on the negative aspects of forestry. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


