
CGC1P-Ms. Duff 
 

Community Sustainability Note and Assignment 
 

So, we already talked about the different types of land use we see in urban areas (remember, residential, transportation, 
institutional, etc.).  Now, let’s look at what makes communities ‘sustainable’.   
 

Sustainability: involving methods that do not completely use up or destroy natural resources; able to last or continue for a 

long time   (Merriam-Webster) 
 
What does this concept look like in relation to a community?? 
 
There are a number of factors that affect the social and economic sustainability of communities: 

 
 diversified economycommunity makes money many different ways; doesn’t just rely on one type of income 
 investment in (money going into) public services and infrastructure, such as transportation networks, health and 

social services, recreational and cultural facilities 
 educational opportunitieselementary/high school BUT also post-secondary (college, university, trade schools, 

etc.) 
 recognition of heritage  
 culturally and economically diverse neighbourhoods 

 
 

Rural/Urban Land Use, Urban Growth and Community Sustainability 
 

It’s important to look at not only national patterns of land use and sustainability but to also examine the area in which you 

live and why you live there.  

Answer the following questions (most of these will need several sentences to answer completely): 

Land Use  (these questions relate to our handout Patterns of Urban Land Use from yesterday!) 

1. Think about the neighbourhood (Barrhaven) and city (Ottawa) in which you live. Describe what types of urban land 

use it represents. (Eg. commercial, residential, industrial, etc.)  What evidence is there to support your view?  

2. Ask your parents where they grew up.  What types of urban use were represented there? Explain.  NOTE: Even if it 

was a rural community, there are usually still one or two of the types of urban land use.   

3. Why did your parents choose this neighbourhood (meaning Barrhaven) to live in now? What factors make it 

attractive for your family?  
 

Community Sustainability 

4. Based on what we now know about the factors that affect the social/economic sustainability of communities 

(see notes on the top of this page) is Barrhaven a socially and economically sustainable community?  Explain. 

 

Curriculum Expectation Level 

E1.  Sustainability of human systems: analyse issues relating to the sustainability of human 
systems 
e.g. factors affecting social and economic sustainability of communities. 

Question 4 

 
BL    1    2    3    4 

E3.  Characteristics of land use in Canada:  analyse the characteristics of land use in 
various Canadian communities 
e.g. analyse land use patterns in your community 

Questions 1-3 

 
BL    1    2    3    4 

 


